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what Is a blog tour?

examples

why consider a blog tour?

how to set up & manage a blog tour
Q&A



a blog touris. ..

guest appearances of you and / or
your book, on one or more relevant
blogs, during a time close to the
launch of your title



Glenda’s Schedule and

Appearances 40 blogs In 40 days

January 2007

Monday, 22nd - Promoting Yourself by Building Solid
Relationships (Mew York, Mew York, USA)
* Ranked #2 on the Top Ten most-read resources for that
week.

Tuesday, 23rd - Brain Storm! Business Podcast: Living
{And Brainstorming) with Cerebral Palsy — Glenda
Watson Hyatt, author of “I’'ll Do It Myself® (Cantan,
Georgia, UsA)

Wednesday, 24th - I'll Do It Myself (Surrey, British Columbi
Canada)

Thursday, 25th - Visit wi
of “I’ll Do It Mysel

Friday, 26th - Report fro
Hard Way (Mew Yor

Manday, 29th - I'll Do It
(Carlsbad, California

TLIESdE.‘.." 30th - For Guts About Glenda Watson Hyan I'll Do It Myself: The Book
L

Palsy is a Challen
Australia)

Receive blog
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cerebral palsy to motivate

and inspire others to think

about how they perceive App€aranCe5
their own situation and their

own world around them. She Emajl-

does all this by typing with Januarv 2007

only her left thumb!
Monday, 22nd - Promoting Yourself by Building Solid

First Name:

Wednesday, 31st - Day

February

. Glenda's . Relationships (New York, Mew York, USA)
ThurSda‘r", Ist - IPll Do It Schedule: * Ranked #2 on the Top Ten most-read resources for that RSS feed:
week.
View Glenda’s schedule - |E|
d
::p;a[:g:::é:g Tuesday, 23rd - Brain 5torm! Business Podcast: Living Posts RSS
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SuwsanAlbert's Cottnge Tales
Blog Towr Schedule

Nov.5 / Nov.6 / Nov.7 / Nov.8 / Nov.9 / Nov.12 / Nov.13 / Nov.14 / Nov.15 / Nev.21

Susan will be a guest af the following blog locations and dates. She invites you to drop in at all of the blog sites (each post will of fer
something new and interesting about the Cottage Tales series), and to enter the drawing for a first-edition copy of The Tale of
Hawthorn House for each blog. You'll find the link to the drawing page in Susan's post. (Please note: there is a deadline for each
drawing!) Visitors who enter at least FOUR of the drawings are also eligible to win the grand prize: an 8-CD set of Virginia Leishman's
reading of The Tale of Hill Tap Farmand a copy of Beatrix Potter: A Journal.

Grand Prize Winner:
« Elizabeth Q. of Bethany, OK

Date: Monday, November 5

Blog: Poe's Deadly Daughters

Topic: The Tale of the Talking Animals. Susan writes about the challenges and pleasures of including talking animals in The Cotfage
Tales.

Drawing: ¥You may enter this drawing any fime between Nov. 5 and noon on Nov. 8, when we'll draw three winners. ¥ our name will be
automatically entered for the grand prize drawing.

DRAWING CLOSED

11/5 Poe's Deadly Daughters Winners:
« Dortha H. of Gettysburg, PA
+ Kathy L. of Ignacio, CO
s Christine N. of Oshawa, ON Canada

Date: Tuesday, Movember 6

Blog: The Page 69 Test. To find out what the "Page 69 fest" is all about, go here.

Topic: Page 69 in The Tale of Hawithorn House. Read the page and Susan's comments to see what mysteries it holds.

Drawing: ¥ou may enter this drawing any fime between Nov. 6 and noon on Nov. 9, when we'll draw three winners. Your name will be
automatically entered for the grand prize drawing.

DRAWING CLOSED

11/6 The Page 69 Test Winners:

« Sherry M. of Carrollton, TX
+ Cathy M. of Ogden, UT

Susan Albert has been a writing professionally for 20+ years, after a stint in higher
education as a faculty member and administrator. She worked in the Nancy Drew
and Hardy Boys series. She has written over 60 books. novels, with Bill or by
myself, | wrote over sixty books.

Susan now writes three mystery series: the China Bayles herbal mysteries, the
Cottage Tales of Beatrix Potter, and an Edwardian series with her husband Bill,
under the pseudonym of Robin Paige.




The Independent Stitch

Knitting, spinning, and other textile crafts, plus independent publishing and other thoughts about

books.

Blog tour: Ethnic Knitting Discovery

DEB ROBSON AND
TUSSAH

Here's a list of the hosts for the blog tour for Ethnic Knitting
Discovery: The Netherlands, Denmark, Norway, and The
Andes, by Donna Druchunas, published by Momad Press.

ABOUT

RECENT POSTS

Rodk Day, and thinking of Priscilla
Gibson-Roberts

OTHER LINKS

Help ocut Annie Modesitt and her
family (We Love Annig)

‘- I\l "H" l&; The Netherlands,

Denmark, Morway,
and The Andes

| Discovery

Stephenie Gaustad & Alden Amos

Susan Tweit's chservations from
high in the Rodkies

The Weblog Handbook {Rebecca
Blood)

FIBER BUZZ

-~

Fiberfuiszom
Y Tha BEST Mewt Prodects from
G i 5 i e

A FEW FIBER Donna Druchumas
FOLKS® BLOGS:
MUCH KNITTING &

SPINNING

Abby's Yams 10/1 CRAFT Blog: The very active CRAFT Elog is the online

Armbiom | mmm midm e

Memy crashmas
Baggies for Christmas
Reading; and knitting swatches

An empty inbox, not entirely
intenticnally

Priscilla Gibson-Roberts: Winter
chesr?

Badk to press, badk to press, and

Donna Druchunas is a writer, knitter,

freelance editor, and independent publisher.

She has worked as an editor of both books
and magazines for trade, literary, and
nonprofit publishers. Between 1986 and 2000,

She was a book editor at Interweave Press
and also edited Spin-Off, the magazine for
handspinners. Donna has edited Shuttle
Spindle & Dyepot for the Handweavers Guild
of America. She has also been involved with
several literary magazines, including The Port
Townsend Journal and Assay. She is
currently a contributing editor for Pilgrimage.

Educaticn

Film

companion to CRAFT masgazine. Matalie Zee Drieu interviews




Ten seconds October 2007

Home | Experience Ten Zen | Training & Woarkshops | Fresh News | Events | Meditation Space | Shop | Media Info | About Eric Maisel | Contact Us

IMay Dates

April 16th - 21st Order Ten Zen Seconds
Mext Week

Welcome to the seven-week virtual book tour for Ten Zen Seconds. I'l be traveling around the world
from blog to blog, visiting with my tour hosts and discussing different aspects ofthe Ten Z2en Seconds approach to

mindfulness. Take a look at the tour schedule and visit on the days that interest you or come along for the whole ride!

Brenda Johima Blog: hitp:ifwww.creativenudge.comiblog/!

MOMDAY, APRIL 16
Creative Mudge Coaching and Consulting Services Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada

Creativity Coach Brenda Johima guides, nudges, boosts, inspires and motivates individuals, business owners and corporations to be the very best
that they can be. Atrue believer in the Power of Creativity to transform lives and to change how business is done, Brenda is passionate about the
field of Creativity Coaching, creativity and innovation. Brenda makes creativity a way of life and walks her creative talk, also actively working as a

visual artist and graphic designer. Through the Creative Nudge Creativity Blog, Brenda offers creativity tips and her personal thoughts on the topic.

Brenda and | will be discussing using Ten Zen Seconds to help relieve chronic pain and specific uses of Ten Zen Seconds for writers.

Jennifer Marine Blog: hitp:ifwww.noonesthebitch.com
TUESDAY, APRIL 17
http:fhwww.noonesthebitch.com Austin, Texas
Jennifer Newcomb Marine is a mother and freelance writer and Carol Marine is a stepmother and oil-based painter

( http:/carolmarine blogspot.com). While the blog is written by Newcomb Marine, the content is the result of their mother/stepmother collaboration.

The purpose of Mo One's the Bitch is to strengthen ties between mothers and stepmaothers and ultimately create a stronger extended-family unit.

Eric Maisel , Ph.D., is the author of more than thirty books. He is a California
licensed marriage and family therapist, a creativity coach, a columnist for Art
Calendar Magazine, provides regular segments for Art of the Song Creativity
Radio, and teaches Ten Zen Second techniques through lectures, workshops,
and teleseminars. He lives in San Francisco.




aggregating audiences

the blogosphere is big,
with most topics &
audiences represented

blogs tend to be audience
and / or topic focused

topic / audience related blogs tend to link
to each other, increasing reach

blog “reach” Is measurable




blog tours vs. book tours

virtual, no travel

advertise on your book
site, blog(s) you'll be a
guest on

light coordination

exposure not limited by
geography or time

sell via links to online
book sellers or publisher
site

Inexpensive

actual, lots of travel

advertise in the local media
of the cities you’'ll be
traveling to

Intensive coordination
exposure is usually limited
by time & geography

sell at book signings and
by promoting book at retail
bookstores

expensive



setting up a blog tour

creating tools
research & screening
contact

scheduling

blog tour publicity
virtual appearances
monitoring



blog tour tools

template contact letters

tracking spreadsheet

author bio & photo

book cover art & book description
author statement

sample interview

purchase links & info



template contact letter

SUBJECT: [Autheor Mame] as guest on [Blog Mame]

bear [Blogger Name], <«

I'm a regular reader of your bleg, and | believe it's cne of the best sites about [topic]. I'm
writing to see if you would consider having me [or my author, Author Mame] as a guest
cn your Blog on {date}, to discuss my [er his or her] book [Title]. <

| believe the book is of particular interest to your readership. [twg or three reascns,

briefly] <

I'm hoping to have a dialeg with your readers. [fyou approve I'll take a day on your
blzg, make an opening statement, and respend to comments as leng as they keep
coming. <

| hope you'll give this a try. I've prepared an HTML decument with a short excerpt from
the book and its cover art. You can view the document here at my site:

[wwnw. examplecom]. You're free to reproduce this document on your site or provide links
to it <

I'd alse like to send you a complimentary review copy of the book; just let me know
where to mail it

Thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely,

[name and full contact information, including postal address and phone number] <

You may not always
have a real name to
work with.

Tailor this section for each
site. Include ISBN.

Tailor this section for
each audience.

Offer multiple approaches
to blog owners.

Sometimes it is easier to
provide links to existing
materials on your blog or
book website.

If you have a blog or book
website, include it here. It
is a good way for blog
owners to check you out.



tracking spreadsheet

Use a spreadsheet to track: Use a summary page to track:
* Blog name, URL by audience » Accepts, declines

e Contact info
e Status

» Contacts — overall and by audience
* Responses — overall and by audience

| 14

15

http://parenthacks.com

* Schedule dates * Response rates
e Special requirements l
|CATEGORY Accept Decline Tentative  TOTAL SENT TOTAL RESP. % RESP.
| Parent 4 0 1 29 5 17.2%
|| Teacher 4 2 1 26 7 26.9%
||Homeschool 3 2 0 28 5 17.9%
v
||Business 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%
A
| 1 |Blog Tour Schedule || Educaiton General 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%
| 2 |Title: Your Child's Strengths
3 |Author: Jenifer Fox 1
L < 0
| 4 |Publisher: Viking Press H TOTAL 1 4 2 63 17 20.5%
| 5 |Last updated: 1-7-2007 L
g I =======~\
Z Blog Name / URL Contact Information Primary Audience Status Schedule Date Notes
MONTESSORIMUNM.COM Elaine Lee Parents Sent 1-1-08 Accepted Deciding what type of hosting to have - intervien
| 8 |http2//montessorimum.com dragonmummyi@grnail com statement from Jenifer
9
Suncoast Scribe Angie Strother Parents Sent 1-1-08
| 10 | hitp://suncoastscribe.com Use form on site
"
Maoredkids - Parenting and Family Life Kevin Heath Parents Sent 1-1-08
| 12 | hitp:/fwww maredkids.info Use form on site
13
Parenting tips that work | Parent Hacks Asha Dornfest Parents Sent 1-1-08

hacksi@parenthacks.com



auth

or information

Q84
1) What is the premise of YOUR CHILD'S sTi

The premize of Your Child's Strengths iz that v
children’s strengths rather than spending all yo
they grow up to he happier, healthier ang more
to action, claiming that the single biggest iEsLE

People see that i the case. | belisve the Strengtl
the new system that em Braes. Your Child's Stre
clear and Practical direction o take in building up|

2) How did You come about creating this prog

| have spent twenty-five YBArs 85 an educatar ang
champion far the underdog. This means that wher
out the strengths and in Was able to find them. Wh
failing as a business ang | was determined to mak
away from trying to fix what Was wrong and sought
that werein place, This began to work. and becaysd oy
50 Successfully, | developed g Program that woyld 9 wark on the students. Sp

develop it from the outside in_| began by Created a strengths Pragram far the gy
then wrote the actya) four-year curricuiym forall of the students to take.

3) What kind of student we re you?

' was a great student in grammar school when it was all about learning and Plg USE THE

In high schoo), ' was a terripe student. | was not Engaged, played the system as m 2
and received less than mediocre grades. | was bared by school ang distracted by other things
going anin my life. When | gotto college, | redlized that | actually liked tg learn and | ended up




research

Look for relevant sites

A

with high authority.

Check out the blog &
sample posts.




scheduling considerations

research ' contact & appearances monitoring
&setup : schedule |
| | |
-2 mo release +2 mo

typical blog tour schedule

* Blogs may have varying requirements

* Blog owners may be slow to respond

» Allow time to publicize your blog tour

 The number of blogs you contact depends on the availability
of high traffic and high authority blogs in your topic space



publicize your blog tour

e online press releases
* blog or book web site
e Amazon

Susan Albert’s blog tour schedule on her
blog (left) and her Amazon blog (below).




approaches to appearances

B ¥

Guest blogger E-mail interview

» Blog owner gives author guest blogging privileges » Blog owner sends author questions

» Blog owner announces the author in a post » Author responds to questions via e-mail

* Author writes a guest post about the book » Blog owner posts the interview along with
* Author responds to comments author bio and book description

Author can respond to comments

@

Ps |

Book review

» Author sends blog owner chapters from or an advanced
copy of the book

* Blog owner writes a book review and posts it with links to
author bio and book purchase sites

» Author can respond to comments



caveats

* blog touring takes time:
— set up = 3-5 hours
— research = 4-8 hours per audience

— contact, schedule coordination = 2 hours per
blog site

— appearances, monitoring = 2-4 hours per site
 typical response rates are about 20-25%
e not all comments will be favorable



stay In touch!

Tom Masters
Orion Wellspring, Inc.

206.931.4656
tom.masters@orionwellspring.com
blog: www.futureperfectpublishing.com



