tation. The university spun off RTT in 1998 after demand
for his allografts began to take off, and the company went
public in 2000.

Now RT1is hoping to make a similar leap with its cow-
derived xenografts. The company unveiled its xenograft
line at the American Association of Orthopedic Surgeons’
annual meeting in March. The line includes five xenograft
products for which RTT has received FDA approval —chips,
cubes, wedges, and screws. (A xenograft lumbar spinal
implant is under review.) RTT has also received regulatory
approval to distribute those and several other xenograft
products in Europe.

For RTI, cow-derived xenografts boast considerable
advantages over human-derived allografts. The animals
are much easier—and cheaper—to procure than cadav-
ers, and while the average human donor yields 20 to 30
grafts, RTT’s technicians can manufacture more than 300
from a single cow. So far, the company’s studies show that
such grafts are just as biocompatible and safe as those
from donated human tissue. They are also stronger and
stiffer—although still much more flexible than the top syn-
thetic equivalents made from plastics or metal. RTT offi-
cials hope that the results of its first-year clinical studies,
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An ATM for Books

Coming soon: The most inclusive reader’s X
catalog in the world, at your fingertips. [/ TMELAY OF THE LAND . RICHARD FORD(E

UYING A BOOK COULD BECOME AS EASY AS OUNGRISUAM  The bunocont Man -

buying a pack of gum.After several years.in

development, the Espresso—a $50,000.vending ; =3 ? - & E
machine with a conceivably infinite library—=is nearly : : g §_
consumer-readyand-will debutin ten:to 25 libraries . T
and bookstoresin-2007. The New York Public Library
is scheduled to receive its- machine in February.

The company behind the Espresso is.called On ing.on locations, but the production cost is about a
Demand Books, founded by legendary-book-edi- penny per page. (Above, FSB's interpretation.)
tor.Jason Epstein;:78; and Dane Neller, 56, but the Some 2.5 million books are now available—about
technology was developed six years ago by Jeff:: one million in English and no longer under copyright
‘Marsh, who is a technology advisor for NeWw York protection. On Demand accesses the'volumes through
City-based ODB{ondemandbooks.com). The ma- Google and the Open Content Alliance, among other
chinecan print, align, mill, glue; and bind two books  sources. Neller predicts that within about five years
simultaneously in less than seven minutes, including. On Demand Books will be able to reproduce every
full-color laminated 'covers: It printsiin.any language  volume ever printed. Epstein says that the larger ob-
and will.even accommodate-right-to-left texts by stacles are consumer preference—-the machine can’t
putting the spine on the right: The upper page limit make you a latte—and convincing skeptics in the
is 550 pages, though by tweaking the page industry. But some early adopters are already sold on
thickness and type size, you could geta copyrof the idea. Niko Pfund, a publisher at Oxford Univer-

War and Peace (albeit tough to read).if you-wanted. sity Press, says the evolution away from traditional
Neller says that future versions of the' machine will bookstores is only natural. “For hundreds of years the
accommodate longer works with fewer hassles. industry was unchanged,” Pfund says. “Then audio
Prices for the finished product will vary depend- came out. Now it's time for digital.” —EMILY MALTBY
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